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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, OECD, MTN, UK 

SUBJECT: UK T.V. SCREENTIME QUOTAS 

REF: STATE 184201, MILLER-BARRACLOUGH TELECON 

1 . EMBASSY LEARNED TODAY FROM FCO THAT IBA ANNOUNCEMENT 
RE NEW TV REGULATIONS MAY BE MADE MONDAY. 

2. EC MIN CALLED IBA AND, BEING UNABLE TO REACH SIR 
BRIAN YOUNG, INFORMED DAVID GLENCROSS, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 
TV, THAT WE DO WISH TO COMMENT ON PROPOSED REGULATIONS; 
WE EXPECT TO SEND A LETTER TO FCO TODAY AND WILL SEND A 
COPY TO SIR BRIAN AS COMMENT. HE SUMMARIZED MAIN POINTS, 
I.E. THAT WE CONSIDER UKG OBLIQED UNDER OECD INVISIBLES 
CODE, INCLUDING IBA, AND THAT THIS IS A RESTRICTIVE 
MEASURE CONTRARY TO ANTI-PROTECTIONIST COMMITMENT, AND 
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SAID WE ALSO MIGHT COMMENT ON DISCRIMINATION IN FAVOR OF 
COMMONWEALTH SOURCES. GLENCROSS SAID THE NEW REGULA- 
TIONS WILL REMOVE RATHER THAN INSTITUTE DISCRIMINATION 
IN FAVOR OF COMMONWEALTH SOURCES, BUT HAD NO OTHER 
COMMENT. 

3. FOLLOWING REF TELECON, WE DELIVERED LETTER TODAY 
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FROM EC MIN TO BUTLER, FCO, FOLLOWING TEXT REFTEL WITH 
TWO CHANGES: 

- A. SUBSTITUTE FOLLOWING FOR FOURTH PARAGRAPH: "WE 
ALSO WOULD BE CONCERNED IF THERE SHOULD BE ANY DISCRIMI- 
NATION AGAINST U.S. SOURCES (E.G. IN FAVOR OF COMMON- 
WEALTH SOURCES) IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
REGULATIONS." AS EXPLAINED TELECON, THE NEW REGULATIONS 
DO NOT, AT LEAST OVERTLY, DISCRIMINATE IN FAVOR OF 
COMMONWEALTH PROGRAMS. 

- B. AMEND THIRD PARAGRAPH TO READ "A DEPARTMENT" 
INSTEAD OF "ANY OTHER DEPARTMENT". WE MADE THE CHANGE 
TO AVOID BRITISH ARGUMENT THAT IBA IS NOT A DEPARTMENT 
OR PART OF GOVERNMENT. 

4. WE SENT COPY OF LETTER TO YOUNG AS COMMENT ON NEW 
REGULATIONS, REPEATING HOPE THAT IBA WILL RECONSIDER. 
COPIES OF LETTER POUCHED. 

BREWSTER 
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